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I-OBT Bulletin

Official Newsletter of the Idaho-Oregon Buddhist Temple

Upcoming Evenids

Gotanye Service is Sunday, May 14, 11AM. This will be followed
by the Mothers' Day Luncheon with the famous IOBT barbequed

chicken!

Please come! We'll have Bingo with cash prizes. Who knows, we M—as__sqgés and ﬁ&ﬁes;
might even have gifts for the mothers. You'll have to come and SRl b
see!

AR R LR

Memorial Day Service

Monday, May 29, 11AM @ 10BT

(no cemetery service)

Nokotsudo hours: Sunday, May 28, 12N-1PM; Monday, May 29,
9-11AM

Mother's Day & Gotanye
Service Md_‘},_f 14,11 AM

We've revamped Memorial Day to move the service earlier in the
day which better coincides with nokotsudo hours. It leaves plenty
of time for visiting the cemetery on your own throughout the
afternoon.

Memonal Duy
Memorial ServicesEach month, on the back of the bulletin, we list the

years for which it is traditional to have memorial services for your loved S&ﬁflc e
ones. While we do not have a resident minister, supervising Minister

Rev. Jerry Hirano is ready to serve your family's needs where these &Ac}n(jay"r qu qu

memorial services are concerned .Please feel free to contact him with

your service needs. His phone is 801 819-2648 and his emall is . 11:AM cﬂ'
jkhirano@msn.com. Or you may contact Mike Iseri. ET s ieE
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MAP Message....Sharmon Fujimoto

GOTAN-E Hello and welcome to May 2017, It is spring and the farmers are in the fields. We see the green of
winter wheat, alfalfa and hay growing. The grass and hills are turning very green. We have had heavy rain and
big winds which often leave partial to full rainbows of vivid colors. Cows and calves, sheep and lambs, horse
and foals, creatures large and small, we see life everywhere. The trees have awakened and leaves are growing
rapidly every day. Spring flowers are in full bloom, Many rivers throughout our valley are still full in flood stage
brought on by the heavy winter snow and rain.

On Sunday, May 14 at 11:00 AM we will observe one of our major services for the year known as Gotan-E. We
acknowledge the birthday of Shinran Shonin, the founder of our Shin Buddhist tradition. Gotan-E is
translated as sect-founder birthday.

Shinran Shonin was born on May 21, 1173. Early in Shinran's life both his parents died. Shinran was desperate
to know what happens after dying. At the age of 9 he entered the Shorein temple near present-day Maruyama
Park in Kyoto. He was acutely aware of his own impermanence. Shinran was desperate to find a solution, and
thus began his spiritual journey. We will have the opportunity to learn and recall the life journey of Shinran
Shonin. We will be able to reflect upon the influence and contributions Shinran has made to our own lives.

Our own questions and doubts find answers and clarity as we listen to the stories of Shinran's life, struggles
and practice. Our personal understanding and awareness of the Nembutsu teachings may begin as a shallow
and vague gratitude, that comes to grow to become a heartfelt gratitude of depth and dimension. We are
fellow travelers on the same path to awaken awareness.

The Buddha was able to recognize his ego centered nature. The masters and Shinran were also able to
recognize their ego centered nature. The difficulties in understanding or accepting the truths of Shin Buddhism
are the same stuggles they had faced. These difficulties are also the same struggles we face.

It is this ever ascending, spiraling path that we share as our lives are touched by the Nembutsu teachings.
There are many on this journey of life. We are surrounded by our family and friends. We endure the lows and
enjoy the highs of life. We laugh with joy and cry with sorrow together. We come to recognize that although
we take credit for this and that, we can also see that it is never only our doings....there is something more and
deeper. Shinran's Birthday will also be combined with our Mother's Day luncheon being served after the11:00
service at the Idaho Oregon Buddhist Temple. Each of us are here because of infinite causes and conditions.
Our Mothers were the first to give us life and physical nurturing. Whether we are lucky to still have our Moms
here or if they have passed on, we all have many grateful memories for all the care, sacrifice and love given.

Gassho ay %
Namu Amida Butsu ' lﬁ

Sharmon Fujimoto
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PO Box 397 Ontario, OR
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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

IOBT Bulletin Staff/Team:
MAP: Kathy Chatterton, Anne Spencer & Sharmon Fujimoto
MAY Editor: Susan Inouye Board/T emple news: Mike Iseri
2017 Dharma School: Sandy Belknap & Connie Tanaka

YBA: Randy & Janie Kameshige
Temple Acknowledgements: Sandy Belknap
IOBWA: Janie Kameshige
Membership: Sandy Belknap, Mary Ann Shimojima & Mike Iseri
Thanks to Temple Members: collation team/prep for mailing!!

- . Monthly Memorial List - 201 - - 1

 Supervising Minister: Rev. Jerry Hirano | | . |

From Salt Lake City Buddhist Temple | | 2016: 1 year 2015: 3 year 2011 7 year
Idaho-Oregon Office: 541 889-8562 | |

Idaho—DrEgDn Fax: 541889-8662 | | 2005 13 year 2001: 17 year .1993: 25 year
B |
Find us on the Web: www.iobtorg | | 1985+ 33 year 1968: 50 year 1918: 100 year |
I






